LOVEJOY I.S.D.
GIFTED AND TALENTED SERVICES
Gate Ten – Elementary Services (K-5)  
Secondary GT Services (6-12)
PHILOSOPHY. . . .

Lovejoy I.S.D. believes that all children can learn and is dedicated to quality instruction at all ability levels.  To insure that this occurs, Lovejoy will provide a gifted and talented program that offers a differentiated curriculum that is both advanced and enriched for students identified as exceptional learners.

G/T SERVICE GOALS

(1) Emphasis on higher-level thinking skills.

(2) Emphasis on product-oriented learning to develop creativity.

(3) Develop decision-making.

(4) Provide for emotional growth by developing the following:

a. Positive self-concept, self-acceptance

b. Independence

c. Risk taking

d. Self-evaluation skills

(5)       Develop self-directed, autonomous learning.

DEFINITION - GIFTED/TALENTED STUDENTS
Gifted and talented students are those who excel consistently or who show the potential to excel in any one or combination of the following areas:  general aptitude, creative and productive thinking and ability, leadership ability, ability in the visual and performing arts, and psychomotor ability.  These students require educational experiences beyond those normally provided by the regular school program.

This definition is compatible with that of the State Board of Education as published by the Texas Education Agency in its report entitled, The Texas State Plan and Guidelines for the Gifted/Talented.

       DESCRIPTION of SERVICES
Gate 10 – Gifted and Talented Elementary Education, Kindergarten through -5th grade
GT classes - Secondary Gifted and Talented – 6th grade through 12th grade
POPULATION SERVED:
Approximately 20%* of the students in Lovejoy ISD are identified as gifted and talented. 
             *Secondary students are identified in specific core areas.  
               This accounts for the number of students receiving gifted and talented services.

                                               DESIGN of SERVICES
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (Kindergarten - 5th grade):

Grades K – 2 Enrichment:   Creative Thinking Skills and Critical Thinking Skills lessons 
                         taught to the entire class by the Gate Ten Teacher.
Grades K – 2 Pull-Out:     Interdisciplinary units with an accelerated and enriched 
                      curriculum provided in a Pull-Out program. (Kindergarten= 90 min./week; 
                      1st graded = 3 hours/week; 2nd grade = 4 hours/week)
Grades 3, 4 & 5 Services:     
An accelerated and enriched curriculum is provided in the Gate 10 Math class, 
which also incorporates learning experiences in science.  Students are
served in the Gate 10 Math classroom for approximately 90 minutes each day.  The
GT teacher is the teacher of record for mathematics instruction.
The Gate 10 Integrated Studies class provides curriculum which includes

language arts and social studies / History.  Third grade students are served in the 

Gate 10 Integrated Studies classroom for approximately 90 minutes each day.

Fourth and Fifth grade students are served in the Gate 10 Integrated Studies classroom

for approximately 140 minutes each day.  The GT teacher is the teacher of record for

reading and writing instruction.   
MIDDLE SCHOOL:   Grades 6-8,  Specific to Academic Field(s)
Gifted and talented classes are designed to meet the social, emotional, and academic needs of the gifted learner.  Academically and intellectually gifted students are served in separate PreAP- GT sections in each core subject, rigorous electives, and independent study in areas of student choice.  All four core subjects are enriched by a thematic leadership study at each grade level.

GT Language Arts:  grades 6, 7 & 8:   Students identified in GT Language Arts will   automatically be placed in GT Social Studies / History, unless otherwise requested.  Qualification for GT Language Arts only is also available.
GT Math in Grades 6, 7, & 8:  Students identified in GT Math will automatically be placed in GT Science, unless otherwise requested.
Students identified as Gifted and Talented in mathematics work at an accelerated pace.    Math 6 Pre-AP/GT covers the course content of Pre-Algebra. 
Math 7 Pre-AP/GT is Algebra I in a double-blocked (two-period) class.  
Math 8 Pre-AP/GT is Geometry in a single-blocked (one-period) class.  
       Both Algebra I and Geometry earn high school credits.
GT Science in Grades 6, 7, & 8 Students identified in GT Math will automatically be placed in GT Science, unless otherwise requested.  Qualification for GT Science only is also available.
Students will cover the grade-appropriate Pre-AP curriculum and participate in problem- based learning (open-ended) activities.   Students will be asked to consider important details and big ideas, different points of view and ethical considerations in controversial issues, analyze for trends and patterns that have developed over time, examine the influence of the content across disciplines, and debate the    unanswered questions in the field.

GT Social Studies / History in Grades 6, 7 & 8 Students identified in GT Language Arts will automatically be placed in GT Social Studies / History, unless otherwise requested.  Qualification for GT Social Studies / History only is also available.
Note: 8th grade students in GT US History participate in the Collin County Bar Association Mock Trial competition.

Creatively and artistically gifted students are served in theatre, band, orchestra, art, and choral

classes.   
HIGH SCHOOL:  Grades 9-12, Specific to Academic Field(s)
Academically and intellectually gifted students are served in each core subject, rigorous electives, and two levels of independent study in areas of student choice.  All four core subjects are enriched by a thematic leadership study at each grade level.

High school GT students may register for GT classes outside of their area(s) of identification and be placed in that GT class on a probationary basis. If the student is able to maintain grades of  80%+, he/she may remain in that class.
 English:
-     9th grade - Pre-AP-GT English I 
-    10th grade –  Pre-AP-GT English II   
-    11th grade –  AP-GT English III    

-    12th grade –  AP-GT English IV    
 Social Studies/History:    
-    9th grade -   Pre-AP-GT World Geography 
· 10th grade - AP World History  (GT Clusters)

· 11th grade – AP US History (GT Clusters)
· 12th grade – AP European History (GT Clusters)

            Mathematics:
· 9th grade  -  PreAP-GT Algebra 2 

· 10th grade – PreAP-GT PreCalculus   

· 11th grade – AP-GT Calculus AB

· 12th grade – AP-GT Calculus BC or AP Statistics (GT cluster)
 
Science:      

· 9th grade – PreAP-GT Biology

· 10th grade – PreAP-GT Chemistry
· 11th grade – PreAP-GT Physics

· 12th grade – AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Physics, or AP

Environmental Science (GT clusters)
Lovejoy I.S.D. offers a wide variety of electives.  A sampling of the elective choices available to GT students are listed below:

Academic Octathlon – Grades 9th & 10th 

Academic Decathlon – Grades 11th & 12th
Humanities – Grades 9th through 12th
Independent Studies I - Investigatory – Grades 7th through 11th 
Independent Study/Mentorship II – Grades 8th – 11th or by approval of

GT coordinator



Senior Project (Independent Study/Mentorship) – 12th grade

Project Lead the Way classes (engineering) – Grades 9th through 12th
Creatively and artistically gifted students are identified by portfolio assessment and are served
 in theatre, band, orchestra, art, choral, dance, technology, and independent study classes.

All 9th graders take a Leadership class.  Extended learning opportunities are available for students who demonstrate superior abilities in this area through collaboration with the Posey Leadership Institute at Austin College in Sherman, TX.

REFERRALS FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED SERVICES
Referrals for Gifted and Talented services are accepted at all times throughout the

academic year.  Anyone may refer a student for review by the GT committee for services
(teachers, parents, other adults, students, self-referrals).     
The GT committee will review files before the beginning of the second semester.  If placed in the

gifted program, student schedule changes will be made at the beginning of second semester.
For second semester placement (2010-11):   Deadline for referrals is November 5, 2010.
           Kindergarten: Referrals for March 2010 placement are accepted beginning

           January 2010.  The deadline for Kindergarten referrals is January 28, 2011.

For 2011-12 start of school placement:
Deadline for referrals is May 6, 2011
Referrals received after the deadline will be processed over the first semester.  

Review Process: 
1. Classroom observations are requested from teachers in the core subject area(s) of referral.   

2. Parents may be asked to complete a home observation survey or provide anecdotal information.

      Students are assessed for:

3. scholastic aptitude,

4. reasoning, and

5. academic achievement

Assessments are scheduled over the semester to ensure optimal student results (small group testing, short testing times spread over a period of time).

      
GT Committee Review:


Students must meet district criteria (96%) on four of these five measures for placement in each

core area for which they are referred. 

Appeal of GT Committee Decision:  An appeal of a GT committee decision must be received in writing by the GT Coordinator within 15 school days of the date of notification.
           Appeals will be handled in a manner consistent with LISD policy- FNG (Local).
Note:  Transfer students, who have previously received gifted and talented services will be assessed and considered for services in Lovejoy ISD within one month from the date of registration (or the first day of school if a summer registration).


GT records will be requested.  Further assessment may not be necessary if the prior district can provide results from nationally referenced assessments administered within 24 months.











